
 

Augustinian Announcements 

Minister’s Message
In just a few weeks we will begin a new year with all its joys and sorrows. 1 Peter 
4:9-10 says, “Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each 
of you has received.” For us as Franciscans who live in the world, this is a call to 
start the new year renewed in our efforts to live out our commitment to the 
church, the world, and each other. 

Do you have a personal apostolate? Our 
life in the Secular Franciscan Order is an 
example of a personal apostolate. But we 
are called to use our gifts and material 
goods for God’s glory in the world. This is 
also called the universal call to holiness. 

Page  of 1 9

Pi    sburgh 
 

the

St. Augustine Secular Franciscan Fraternity, Est. 1874

Contents 
Augustinian Announcements    1 
For Our Franciscan Spirit 6
Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 9

December 2022 Vol. 13, No. 12

Poverello

“Nativity” by Maurice Denis

Merry  

Christmas!



As such, do you serve others? 

We are looking for volunteers for our ministry 
to the residents of St. Augustine Plaza with the 
first date being Thursday, February 2 at 
7:00pm. Would you be willing to be part of our 
team ministry? Prayer is a wonderful gift to 
see if the Lord is speaking to your heart. Is it 
time to say YES? We also have an apostolate at 
the Jubilee Kitchen and St. Joseph House of 
Hospitality–can they use your arms and legs? 
Many seniors living in nursing homes need a 
kind word, can you write a note to be delivered 
and share your love? 

Use the rest of this month of December to 
restart your journey! God is calling you!!

Love, Peace, and Joy from your sister in Christ 
and Francis, 

Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Minister, St. Augustine Fraternity  

Council Corner
Happy Holidays Dear Brothers and Sisters! 

• We are looking forward to seeing everyone at 
our December gathering on the 18th. Family 
and friends are welcome! If you plan on 
bringing at food item please let Lisa Joy know 
so that Hospitality can plan accordingly. 

• Jack will be distributing gift cards to the 
needy at the December gathering. 

• Brothers Steve and Joe took our donations to 
Operation Safety Net and had a tour of their 
new facility. Heather, Steve’s contact at 
Operation Safety Net was very appreciative of 
the Fraternity’s donations. 
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St. Augustine 
Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity
Based in Pittsburgh, PA, the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order is called to rebuild 
the Church in the example of our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis of Assisi. 
We seek to encounter the living and 
active person of Christ through  our 
relationships with each other, and 
t h r o u g h a p o s t o l i c a c t i v i t y i n 
fraternity and in the world, going 
from Gospel to life and life to the 
Gospel. We typically gather on third 
Sundays at 1:30pm in Hyacinth Epp 
Hall on 37th St., next to St. Augustine 
Church (Our Lady of the Angels 
Parish).  

Minister Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Vice-Minister Steve Critchlow, OFS 
Secretary Roberta Heintz, OFS 
Treasurer Jack Patnik, OFS 
Formation Director  
Jeanne McNulty, OFS 
Councilor Dorothy Dulski, OFS 
Councilor Joe Terleski, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant  
Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM. Cap.  

St. Augustine Fraternity 
P.O. Box 40198 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

The Pittsburgh 
Poverello
The monthly newsletter of the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Order of 
Franciscan Seculars, The Pittsburgh 
Poverello aims to animate our 
fraternal life and mission in its OFS 
charism, and to communicate and 
record the activities and intentions of 
the entire fraternity. It is emailed to 
the fraternity prior to monthly 
gatherings. Print copies, mailed and 
available at fraternity meetings, use 
recycled paper. All submissions are 
welcome! Please email them to 
robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
Submissions should be Franciscan in 
tone and content, are subject to 
editing, and are not guaranteed for 
publication.



• You can still bring donations to Operation Safety Net and the Jubilee Kitchen to 
our December gathering.  Please mark your donations to go either to Operation 
Safety Net or the Jubilee Kitchen. 

• And just a friendly reminder to let a Council member know if you will be 
unable to attend the Fraternity gatherings so we can mark you as excused. 

Have a Blessed Advent! 

Your Fraternity Council 

Treasurer's Two Cents
It is that time of year that we start collecting the Fair Share Assessment (FSA) 
from the membership. The FSA is due to Region no later than February. The 
Fraternity is assessed what the national fraternity (NAFRA) considers a fair 
share for each active professed member and candidate in the fraternity as of 
midnight December 31. The FSA remains at $45.00 with extenuating 
circumstances for financial situation. You should consider this your minimum 
contribution to the OFS since the fraternity sees none of that money. This can be 
paid in a lump sum or in installments. Money received for FSA will be deposited in 
our checking account in January to tie it to the payment year. So, checks will not be 
cashed until January. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
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Calendar
Note: Events marked “P” are sponsored by our brothers at The Port, a ministry of 
the Capuchin Franciscans. See portpgh.com. 

December 
3 P: Portrait Drawing, 10:00am 
10 Servant of God Bernard of Quintavalle 
15 Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Franciscan Order 
 P: Figure Drawing, 7:00pm 
18 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
20 P: St. Francis and the Nativity, 7:00pm 
21 P: Caroling, 7:00pm 
25 Christmas Day 
 Blessed Jacopone of Todi 

January 
7 St. Angela of Foligno, OFS 
 P: Portrait Drawing, 10:00am 
10 Blessed Pope Gregory X, OFS 
14 Blessed Odoric of Pordenone 
15  Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
19 P: Figure Drawing Night, 7:00pm 
23  St. Marianne Cope, TOR 
29 St. Francis de Sales, Cordbearer 
31 St. John Bosco, OFS 

Announcements
  
Jubilee Kitchen and Operation Safety Net 
We will be collecting items for Operation Safety Net and the Jubilee Kitchen for 
our December Fraternity gathering. 

The most needed items for our homeless brothers and sisters requested by 
Operation Safety Net are: 

Reading Glasses (any Dollar Store variety will suffice) 
Small/Mini Flashlights 
Energy Bars (any kind) 
Juice Boxes (any flavor) 

Pens and Paper (small notepads) 
White Athletic Socks (any sizes/bundle) 

Small Hand and/or Foot Warmer Pads 
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http://www.portpgh.com


Toiletry Items:  
Baby Powder (sample or travel size) 

Chapstick, Dry Skin Cream, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes, etc. 

Jubilee Kitchen is in need of:  
Coats  

Gloves 
Scarves 

Hats 
Men’s and Women’s Underwear (new only) 

Men’s and Women’s Socks (new only) 

These items can be gently used.   

Thank you for anything you may be able to contribute.  
- Roberta Heintz and Jeanne McNulty 
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Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

If you want peace, 
work for justice. 

- Pope Paul VI, January 1,1972



For Our Franciscan Spirit 

Keeping the Rule
Chapter 2 - Article 10 

Uniting themselves to the redemptive obedience of 
Jesus, who placed his will into the Father’s hands, let 
them faithfully fulfill the duties proper to their various 
circumstances of life. Let them also follow the poor 
and crucified Christ, witness to him even in difficulties 
and persecutions. 
 

St. Nicholas Feast Day December 6 

“Patron and Protector of Children” 

 God Our Father, we pray that through 

Your intercession of St. Nicholas 

You will protect our children 

Keep them safe from harm 

And help them grow and become worthy of Your sight. 

Give them strength to keep their 

Faith in You 

And to keep alive their joy in Your creation 

Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

Amen 
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La Gatta della Madonna:  
The Legend of Mary’s Kitten
submitted by Josette N. Baker, OFS

“La Gotta della Madonna” is the title of a delightful legend handed down in time.  It 
recalls what took place on Christmas night when Jesus was born in Bethlehem.   

The Virgin Mary invited the stable animals to move closer to the manger to warm 
her infant.  The manger and space was too small for the large animals to move 
closer.  However, hearing the invitation, a small kitten who lived in the stable came 
to the manger, nestled next to the newborn babe and cosseted Him with purring 
and warmth. 

In gratitude, Mary touched the kitten’s head leaving her initial, the letter “M” on his 
forehead.  To this day, descendants of Mary’s Kitten still bear this mark in honor of 
the service they rendered to the Christ Child. 
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Franciscan Foodie

Old St. Nick Cocktail
Makes 1 serving 

1 ½ oz Old Tom gin 
 ¾ oz Starvation Alley unsweetened 
cranberry juice 
 ¼ oz simple syrup 
 Bradley’s Kina tonic 
Mint sprig for garnish 
Fresh cranberries for garnish 

Combine all ingredients over ice and 
shake. Pour over fresh ice into Collins 
glass. Top with soda water and garnish with mint sprig and fresh cranberries. 
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Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 

Profession Anniversaries
December 
17 Marie Stockey 
21 Joe Terlesky 
 Steve Critchlow 
 Jeannette Finch 

January 
15 Terry Cummings 
 David Sawczak 
20 Bob Kruszewski 

Jubilarians: Terry Cummings - 10 Years!
David Sawczak - 10 Years!

Please Pray for Our Homebound Sisters and Brothers
Clara Byerly  
Pat Colonna 
Evelyn Conflenti 

Mary Ann Dapprich   
Thomas O’Connell 

Let us also pray for 
Brother Al Burkhart 

and for our sisters who have recently been called home

Betty Fritzley 
Marie Stockey 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions 

December: Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek 
out new paths to international cooperation. 

January: Educators 
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather 
than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

Page  of 9 9

   


